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AMMANFORD TOWN COUNCIL
MARKET HUT





Background
Following the installation of the Market Hut within Ammanford Park, the Council invited expressions of interest from local businesses and community organisations wishing to operate from the facility.
A number of local businesses initially expressed an interest in operating from the hut. However, following further discussions, none were able to provide confirmation that they could deliver the full level of service required throughout the summer period.
One business specifically advised that the previous incidents of vandalism at the Market Hut influenced their decision not to proceed with an application.
During the week commencing 6 July 2026, the Market Hut was utilised by Ysgol Bro Banw as part of an enterprise and life-skills project.
The pupils:
· Designed their own menus.
· Planned pricing.
· Prepared and served customers.
· Managed stock and customer service.
· Experienced operating a small business in a real community setting.
The project is proving extremely successful, receiving positive feedback from visitors and demonstrating the value of having refreshments available within the park.
Unfortunately, as this initiative is school led, it cannot continue during the school summer holidays when demand for refreshments is at its highest.
Following discussions, one local individual, who currently works part-time at the Cricket Ground, has expressed a strong interest in operating the Market Hut throughout the summer holiday period. They have confirmed that they are eager to provide a regular weekday service and are keen to make the facility a success for the benefit of park users and the wider community.
At the time of writing this report, this is the only individual who has confirmed their availability and commitment to operate the Market Hut on a consistent basis throughout the summer holidays, in line with the Council's proposed operating model.



Selection Process
Members should note that a number of businesses were approached following their initial expressions of interest. While several enquiries were received, these did not progress into firm proposals despite further contact from the Council.
Should Members approve this proposal, the Chief Officer will finalise the seasonal operating agreement, ensuring that all necessary requirements are met, including:
· Appropriate public liability insurance.
· Food hygiene compliance.
· Suitable risk assessments.
· Agreed pricing that remains affordable for park users.
· Compliance with the Council's operating conditions for the Market Hut.
The appointment will be for the summer holiday period only and will be reviewed at the end of the season to inform future arrangements.

The Council has the legal power to permit the use of the Market Hut under:
· Local Government Act 1972, Section 144, which enables Town Councils to encourage tourism and provide facilities for visitors. 
· Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, Section 19, which provides powers to provide buildings, facilities and assistance connected with recreational amenities. 
The proposed arrangement does not constitute a commercial lease or licence for profit. No hire charge will be levied. Instead, the operator will make a voluntary donation to Ammanford Town Council in recognition of the opportunity to operate from the Market Hut. The Council will subsequently distribute these funds to the Mayor's nominated charities in accordance with its agreed charitable fundraising programme.
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