Ammanford Town Council
Section 6 Duty – What It Means for Town and Community Councils
Under Section 6 of the Environment (Wales) Act 2016, all public bodies in Wales — including Town and Community Councils — have a legal duty to maintain and enhance biodiversity and, in doing so, to promote the resilience of ecosystems.
In simple terms, this means that when the council makes decisions or carries out its work, it must consider how its actions affect nature and aim to protect and improve local wildlife and habitats.
What this Means in Practice:
• When planning projects, such as park improvements, planting schemes, or community events, the council should think about how these activities can support biodiversity (for example, by planting pollinator-friendly flowers or protecting existing trees).
• When maintaining land or facilities, the council should try to manage areas in ways that benefit wildlife, such as reducing chemical use, leaving wildflower areas, or creating habitats for birds and insects.
• When making policies or decisions, the council should consider how these choices impact the natural environment and look for opportunities to improve it.
Section 6 Objectives:
When reporting on Section 6, councils are encouraged to show how their actions contribute to the following key objectives set by Welsh Government:
1. Embed biodiversity and ecosystem resilience into decision-making – ensure that all council decisions and plans take nature into account.
2. Safeguard and improve species and habitats – protect existing wildlife areas and look for ways to create or enhance habitats.
3. Reduce environmental pressures – take steps to reduce pollution, manage waste responsibly, and promote sustainable land use.
4. Promote knowledge and understanding of biodiversity – support community engagement, education, and awareness about nature and the environment.
5. Put in place effective management and monitoring – keep records of actions taken and monitor progress so the council can demonstrate improvements over time.
6.Governance & Resources -Strengthen how the council manages and funds biodiversity work to ensure it continues effectively.
Why This Matters:
This duty helps ensure that councils play their part in tackling nature loss and supporting a healthier, more resilient environment for people and wildlife.
Reporting:
Town and Community Councils must report every three years on what they have done to meet this duty — showing how they have helped nature to thrive in their area, and how their work supports the five objectives above.
